BIRTH     OF    A    PARTY

0 Bruce Glasier.                                  3 Lincohi's Inn Fields,

24th January, 1903.
MY DEAR BRUCE,

I intended to write you much, long ago, but Time runs
too hard for my old legs. I regret exceedingly this Labour
Leader decision. It seems to me " now or never" is our watch-
word. The Leader is really getting pottering. To its
dullness I do not object, but if it claims the right to be dull
it ought to grant us the right to have accuracy and propor-
tion for our money. I notice that Keir Hardie is going for
the draft Trade Union Bill. Surely this is a matter where
some consultation was wise. He was not called into our
councils and there he ought to fix his teeth. But how can
he in his own paper ? And so, in order to go for us, he has to
growl at the Bill. It is not good business at all. . . . Again
I can only regret that the Leader is not coming over so that
we could all put our shoulders to the wheel.
With kindest regards to you all,
Yours ever,

J. R.  MACDONALD.

This is the first appearance, even before they were
:olleagues in the House, of the complaints of Hardie's
'incorrigible individualism," which, as time went on,
flrere to come so frequently from MacDonald.

A more playful reference to the Leader, undated but
later, may be inserted here. Glasier who, like all the
*arly propagandists, was perpetually on the move,
had apparently expected MacDonald to keep himself
posted as to his whereabouts, from the announcements
Df meetings printed in the Leader.

To Bruce Glasier.                                     White Swan Hotel,

Halifax.
MY DEAR PERSON,

Let me say right away that I am damned if I am going
to read Leader ads. I have already suffered enough as a
" constant reader" of the intellectual parts of the paper, and
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